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MCW Academic Partner Application for Community-Led Seed Grants
Thank you for your interest in serving as an MCW academic partner for AHW’s 2027 Community-Led Seed Grant projects! 
Community-Led Seed Grants support community-MCW academic partner teams to carry out community-driven efforts to design new strategies, test innovative ideas, and foster greater collaboration to build a foundation for future efforts to address Wisconsin’s leading health challenges. As community-led projects, successful proposals will address a community-identified and community-prioritized health need and aim to implement community-derived strategies to address the need. Community-led applicants submit their project ideas independently while MCW academic partners interested in engaging Seed Grant projects submit their separate applications to be matched with community-led projects after funding determinations are made. The 2027 Community-Led Seed Grant funding opportunity will support funded projects up to 12-months in duration with projects beginning Jan. 1, 2027.
An MCW academic partner serves a critical role on Community-Led Seed Grant projects collaborating with eligible Wisconsin-based community partners as: 
· an implementation partner, 
· a health-related content expert, 
· an evaluation-related partner, 
· a data gathering and analysis partner, and/or 
· a policy and systems change partner. 
MCW academic partner engagement with community-led projects selected for funding will begin in Oct. 2026 with funding beginning Jan. 1, 2027. To be considered to serve as an MCW academic partner, individuals completing this form must be a full-time or full professional effort MCW faculty member with the rank of Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, or Professor. 
To indicate your interest, please complete the form on the AHW website by 5 p.m. CT on Aug. 3, 2026. Upon submission, applications will undergo a multi-level review process to inform selection of MCW academic partners eligible to connect with funded Community-Led Seed Grant projects. 
This template is not for submission and may only be used to draft the application. Only applications submitted through the online application form will be considered for review.
[bookmark: _Hlk194400245]For questions or to discuss your application to serve as an MCW Academic Partner for Community-Led Seeds Grants, please see the AHW website to request a consultation with AHW. 
Please note that all fields marked with * are required. 

Contact Information
Name (First Last, Suffix/Credentials) (required):
Preferred Name (required):
Title (required):
Work Phone Number (XXX-XXX-XXXX) (required):
Cell Phone Number (XXX-XXX-XXXX) (required):
Email (required):
MCW Standing (required):
☐ Full-time faculty
☐ Full-professional effort status faculty
Department (required):

Narrative
Please describe your primary areas of interest related to community-based health improvement projects and your vision for a healthier Wisconsin. (required; maximum 1,500 characters, including spaces)

Please describe your experience working with community-based organizations and community-led projects as well as opportunities to continue to gain experience and grow your knowledge and skills in community-academic partnership efforts. (required; maximum 1,500 characters, including spaces)

Please describe your approach to working with community-led health improvement efforts and community-based organizations, including what you view as best practices for positive working relationships, what challenges you anticipate in the process, and how you might work together to overcome any challenges. (required; maximum 1,500 characters, including spaces)

Please select your key roles of interest from the options below. (required; please select all that apply)
☐ Implementation partner – Supporting on-the-ground project implementation, engaging closely with the community partner to carry out the community-driven implementation plan included in the approved community-led proposal.
☐ Health-related content expert – Lending expertise in a specific health-related area in alignment with the focus of the community-led project. Expertise and insight shared may support the community to more effectively implement, evaluate, and sustain their work. 

If selected, please describe the areas of your content expertise. (required; maximum 400 characters, including spaces)

☐ Evaluation-related partner – Supporting the community partner to develop evaluation plans and materials for the community-driven work included in the approved community-led proposal to demonstrate success of their efforts.
☐ Data collection and analysis partner – Actively engaging in data collection and analysis in alignment with the community-driven work included in the approved community-led proposal, such as by leading focus groups or survey efforts.
☐ Policy and systems change partner – serving as a thought partner to the community, supporting idea generation and non-lobbying advocacy efforts to inform policy and systems change beyond the project period and as a result of the community-driven work included in the approved community-led proposal.

Please select the AHW area of focus that best aligns with your interest and experience. (required; please select all that apply)
☐ Public and community health improvement – supports implementation and evaluation of health improvement interventions to address community-based health needs, inform policy and practice, improve health outcomes, and reduce disparities in the long-term
☐ Health workforce education and development – supports development, implementation, and evaluation of programs and resources to better recruit, retain, and advance community-based health workforces that are diverse and responsive to Wisconsin’s health needs

Please select the geographic areas that you are most interested in working with. (required; please select all that apply)
☐ Statewide
☐ Rural 
☐ Urban 


Do you have existing community partners that may be applying for the 2027 Community-Led Seed Grants funding opportunity that you would be interested in working with, if funded? (required; yes/no)
	If yes, please list the community partner organization(s) and describe your past engagement.

AHW requires that MCW academic partners dedicate 10% effort to each assigned Community-Led Seed Grant project. Academic partners may be assigned to more than one project. What is your available level of commitment to engage with one or more Community-Led Seed Grant projects for project durations of Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2027, with the potential for a 6-month no-cost extension? (required; maximum 100 characters, including spaces)

What is your current base salary? This information will only be used if you are selected to guide rapid budget development as part of the connection process with the community-led project.

Signatures
[bookmark: _Hlk47938059][bookmark: _Hlk102743868]Following successful submission of the completed online form and technical review, signatures will be required via an AHW-initiated DocuSign process from the MCW academic partner and their respective MCW Department Chair or Center leadership to indicate their awareness and support of the submitted application. 
[bookmark: _Hlk194397858][bookmark: _Hlk194400564]Following submission and technical review, each of the individuals above will receive an email with instructions to complete and submit their signature. Required signatures must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. within three business days of receiving the signature request to complete the submission and advance it for review. AHW will send DocuSign requests as soon as possible, but please note that it may not be sent immediately. Any delays in AHW initiating the DocuSign process will be accommodated for when considering signature deadlines.
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